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BJP using ED, ECI to capture 
power in Keralam, says Sisodia
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

FORMER Delhi deputy chief  minister 
Manish Sisodia has accused the BJP of  
trying to come to power in Keralam by 
using the Enforcement Directorate (ED) 
and the Election Commission. He was 
speaking at a seminar organised by the 
AKG Centre for Research and Studies on 
Wednesday against the alleged misuse of  
central agencies for political vendetta. 

“This happened in Punjab,” Sisodia 
said. “They ruined the entire educational 
system built by the AAP government in 
Punjab. Uninterrupted power supply and 
free bus passes for all sections of  women 
were gone. If  the BJP comes to power in 
Keralam, it will reverse all the achieve-
ments the state has made. The ED is help-
ing the BJP destroy every institution in 
the country,” he said. “The ED should not 
be misused to defame politicians. It takes 
years for politicians to build a reputa-
tion,” he said. 

He also accused the Congress of  work-
ing in tandem with the BJP to target po-
litical opponents using the ED. “In my 
case too, it was the Congress that filed the 
complaint. Then the ED took over the 

case. Though Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi criticises Nehru and makes fun of  
Rahul Gandhi, behind the scenes, the two 
parties are targeting political opponents 
together. The ED’s calendar is designed 
for election years,” he said. 

Senior journalist Prabir Purkayastha 
said BJP government was using  the Pre-
vention of  Money Laundering Act 
against political opponents. “However, 
people are coming together against is-
sues that are harming them. The Indian 
citizens have the willpower not to give up 
the value of  their vote without a fight,” 
he added.  CPM state secretary M V 
Govindan and other senior leaders  
also spoke.

T’Puram airport to groundbreak 
E2,500-cr terminal expansion
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM Inter-
national Airport will host a land-
mark groundbreaking ceremony on 
October 15, to officially kick off  a 
massive `2,500-crore expansion of  its 
international terminal. This mile-
stone marks the rollout of  major phys-
ical construction works under Project 
Anantha, a long-term development 
programme designed to modernise 
the gateway, strengthen regional con-
nectivity and comfortably handle ris-
ing passenger traffic for decades to 
come.

The project will expand the air-
port’s international terminal, nearly 
tripling its annual passenger-han-
dling capacity from 3.5 million to ap-
proximately 11.5 million travellers. 
Spread across an expansive footprint 
of  over 92,552 square metres, the 
project introduces comprehensive up-
grades to both departure and arrival 
facilities. The Phase 2A departure 
building, spanning 78,522 square me-
tres, will feature 48 check-in positions 
including four automated self-bag-
drop units, 38 emigration counters, 
seven Code C aircraft stands, two 
MARS stands, expanded security hold 
areas, and enlarged duty-free and re-
tail spaces. 

Meanwhile, the 14,030-square-metre 
Phase 2B arrival wing will add 40 
high-capacity immigration counters, 
four state-of-the-art baggage belts, 
dedicated baggage break-up areas, 
and specialised operational spaces for 
Customs, CISF, the Bureau of  Immi-
gration, and health authorities.

This mega-expansion serves as the 
central pillar of  Project Anantha, an 
overarching `8,700-crore transforma-
tion master plan backed by operator 
Adani Airports. Celebrating five years 
under Adani management, the airport 
has achieved remarkable growth 
across all operational metrics. Daily 

aircraft movements have doubled 
from 45 to 90 flights, while daily pas-
senger volumes have nearly tripled 
from 5,500 to 15,000. In addition, the 
airport’s route network has expanded 
to 17 operating airlines offering direct 
flights to 22 domestic and internation-
al destinations. The airport also dem-
onstrated exceptional operational re-
silience by completing a full 
re-carpeting of  its 3.4-m runway in a 
record 75 days without disrupting nor-
mal flight schedules. Beyond sheer ca-
pacity, Project Anantha weaves togeth-
er modern digital convenience, top-tier 
safety, and eco-friendly standards. 

Serves as the central pillar of Project Anantha — `8,700-crore master plan

Min’s husband 
flags off KSRTC  
service, sparks 
controversy
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @T’Puram

A POLITICAL controversy has
erupted after DCC general sec-
retary S Krishnakumar, hus-
band of  Minister Bindhu 
Krishna, inaugurated a KSRTC 
bus service. The official flag-
ging-off  was scheduled at 
Chirayinkeezhu Junction for 
6pm on Tuesday, with local MLA 
Ramya Haridas designated as 
the chief  guest. However, the 
MLA skipped the event due to a 
clash in schedule, according to 
sources. In her absence, Krishna-
kumar stepped in to flag off   
the bus. 

The matter gained widespread 
traction after Krishnakumar 
posted videos of  the ceremony 
on social media, captioned: 
“Former Syndicate member S 
Krishnakumar flags off  the 
Chirayinkeezhu junction bus 
service.” The post drew heavy 
backlash, with critics question-
ing how a political party office-
bearer with no official govern-
ment standing could be 
authorised to preside over a pub-
lic transport event. 

The CPI has formally lodged a 
complaint with the KSRTC man-
aging director against the move, 
pointing out that when an invit-
ed MLA cannot make it, estab-
lished protocol dictates that an-
other elected representative 
should step in to lead govern-
ment functions. KSRTC officials 
said that Krishnakumar was 
asked to flag off  the service fol-
lowing specific instructions 
conveyed by the MLA’s office. 

CPM state secretary M V Govindan with former 
Delhi deputy chief minister Manish Sisodia during  
a seminar on Wednesday |  B P DEEPU

T’Puram: Caritas Hospital, Kottayam, is 
conducting a two-day free medical screening 
camp for members of the Kerala Legislative 
Assembly at the Assembly complex in 
Thiruvananthapuram on October 14 and 15. The 
camp offers cardiology check-ups and 
mammogram screening. The camp was 
inaugurated on Wednesday by Chief Minister V D 
Satheesan, Speaker Thiruvanchoor Radhakrishnan 
and Health Minister K Muralidharan, Deputy 
Speaker Shanmol Osman, several ministers, and 
Caritas Hospital director Rev Dr Binu Kunnath 
attended the event. Assembly staff and media 
personnel are also being screened.

V D Satheesan @vdsatheesan
The era of isolation for the elderly is over; Keralam is bringing seniors closer. The Kerala government stands in full 
support, ensuring that our senior citizens can live with dignity and security, free from the fears of loneliness and un-
certainty in old age. The government is committed to safeguarding the protection and rights of parents. It is the le-
gal responsibility of children to protect their parents. The state government is bringing senior citizens closer.
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Koodam family death case: 
Accused remanded for 14 days
T’Puram: Raveendran Nair, the accused 
in the Koodam family death case was 
remanded for 14 days by the Judicial 
Special Magistrate Court late on 
Wednesday night. Officials from the 
District Crime Branch informed that 
further proceedings will be decided upon 
after holding discussions with the City 
Police Commissioner Arul R B Krishna. 
Raveendran, the caretaker of the Koodam 
family, was arrested on Wednesday. 

DRI seizes gold worth  
F9 cr from Tvm airport
T’Puram: The Directorate of Revenue 
Intelligence (DRI)  on Wednesday 
seized gold worth `9 crore that was 
being smuggled in from Dubai via air 
cargo at Thiruvananthapuram 
international airport. Three people 
have been taken into custody. A 
customs clearing agent, a staffer of 
the Kerala State Industrial Enterprises 
and a person who arrived to receive 
the consignment were nabbed.

Cabinet gives nod for 
KIIFB rejig report
T’Puram: The state cabinet has 
approved the restructuring plan,  for 
the Kerala Infrastructure Investment 
Fund Board (KIIFB), prepared by a 
five-member committee headed by 
retired IAS officer Sudha Pillai. The 
report will be tabled in the assembly 
on Thursday. The committee was 
tasked to review KIIFB’s institutional, 
financial, governance and operational 
framework.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

�The project will expand the 
airport’s international terminal, 
nearly tripling its annual 
passenger-handling capacity from 
3.5 million to approximately 11.5 
million travellers

�Expansion footprint: 92,552 sq 
m total (~78,522 sq m 
departure/~14,030 sq m arrival)

�Arrival upgrades (Phase 2B): 40 
immigration counters, 4 baggage belts (two 
70m and two 50m), dedicated agency 
spaces (customs, immigration, APHO, CISF)

�Departure upgrades (Phase 2A): 48 check-in 
counters (4 self-bag drop), 38 emigration counters, 7 
Code C aircraft stands, 2 MARS stands, expanded 
duty-free & retail spaces

T’Puram airport expansion plan

Caritas Hosp holds free screening camp for MLAs


